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A   SKETGH 


WASHINGTON 


'•..\;^w>?-'\  ''•■^'. 


A  Sketch  of  the  Bradleys  of^Washington 


A   paper   read   before   the   Columbia   Historical 
Society   Tuesday,    May    13th,    1902 


In  prcpiiriiig  iliis  i)i4)er  1  have  been  embarrassed  by 
tlie  laet  that  there  has  never  been  a  ehronieler  in  our 
family,  nor  liave  I  ever  lieartl  of  a  meml)er  of  it  who 
kept  a  diary.  The  oKl  folk  wlio  saw  the  beginnings  of 
the  City  as  the  scat  of  government  a  century  ago,  and 
were  associated  with  its  early  history,  were  all  jtermitted 
to  depart  this  life  wilhuut  it  having  occurred  to  any  one 
to  interview  them  with  the  purpose  of  jotting  down  their 
reminiscences;  and  thus  much  that  would  have  been  in- 
teresting and  entei-taining  to  our  generation  was  never 
recorded.  For  lack  of  such  record  J  find  my  resources 
limited  mostly  to  rather  dry  and  matter-of-fact  nuiterial, 
and  regret  that  my  paper  will  necessarily  l)e  more  nearly 
biograi)hical  than  illustrative  of  the  times.  I  hope  it 
will  not  seem  very  tedious. 

Tlie  brief  sketch  which  I  am  invited  to  give  relates  to 
the  families  and  descendants  of  two  brothers,  Abraham 
and  Phineas  Bradley,  who  settled  in  this  City  early  in  the 
century  just  comideted — Abraham,*  the  elder  of  the  two, 
coming  in  May,  ISOO,  liaving  in  cliarge  the  removal  of 
the  Cieneral  Post  Office  Dei.artment  from  Philadelphia  to 
Washington,  and  Phineas  in  ISO  I,  having  accepted  a 
position  in  the  same  P^epartment. 

*  My  grandlather. 


tC\i 


Tliesfe  two  brotliers  {and  three  sisters  who  resided 
elsewhere)  were  the  chihh'eu  of  Ahraiiuiii  Bradley,  the 
tliird  of  his  name  in  dirert  liiu;  of  descent  iVoni  ances- 
toi's  wlio  eanie  IVoni  JCnj;land  and  settled  in  (Inilford, 
Conn.,  in  1  ()-'!(».  As  this  progenitor  (Abraham)  s[)ent  the 
later  years  of  his  life  with  his  sons  in  this  City  and  was 
much  interested  in  its  grinvth  and  development,  peihaps 
a  brief  mention  of  him  will  not  be  iniip[)ro[>ria.te,  especi- 
ally as  he  was  a  man  of  unusual  physical  and  mental 
vigor  and  activity,  and  an  alert  and  intelligent  observer 
and  student  of  affairs,  lie  owned  no  property  here,  asidtj 
from  being  a  stockhohler  in  the  old  Bank  of  Washington, 
but  he  be(jueathed  his  sterling  character  and  abilities  to 
his  two  sons,  who  gave  the  best  part  of  their  lives  to  the 
establishment,  on  firm  and  businessdike  foundations,  of 
one  ofHhe  great  Departments  of  the  Government. 

In  a  note  made  by  himself,  at  the  age  of  8.S,  in  iin  old 
family  iJible,  he  humorously  records  that  he  hail  licen. 
"a  man  of  various  enter])rises;  an  inhabitant  of  the 
States  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  ami  the  District  of  Colundjia;  a 
surveyor  of  land,  master  of  vessel,  selectman,  town  treas- 
urer, representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  justice  of" 
the  peace,  a  Zealous  Whiy,  captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  judge  of  the  court,  town  clerk,  and  something  of  a 
scribbler  in  [»ro.se  and  verse;  and  at  this  time  living  at 
Clover  Hill  (Washington,  D.  C.)  and  hoping  to  see  many 
happy  days  yet."  (Clover  Dill  there  mentioned  was  the 
country  seat  of  his  son  I'hineas.) 

An  obituary  notice  of  him  which  appeared  in  the 
Village  Record  at  West  Chester,  Penna.,  in  August,  1824, 
and  was  written  by  tiie  Hon.  Chas.  Miner,  editor  and 
owner  of  the  paper — an  old  j'riend  of  Mr.  Bradlc}' — says 
of   him,  among   many  other   things,  that  "  During   the 


whole  of  his  \ong  life  after  he  came  to  manhood,  Mr. 
Bradley  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  most 
interesting  jiolitical  questions  which  from  time  to  time 
arose  and  agitated  the  puhlic  mind.  As  a  writer  he  was 
clear  and  methodical,  his  style  easy  and  flowing,  liis  lan- 
guage correct,  and  his  manner  sjirightly  ;  so  that  his 
essays,  distinguished  hy  their  good  sense,  liappy  illustra- 
tion and  agreeal)le  manner,  were  always  po[)ular;  and 
as  his  principles  were  scnuid  ami  his  views  liheral,  they 
were  the  means  of  doing  much  good.  A  volume  pub- 
lislied  at  the  age  of  70  years,  entitled  'A  New  Theory  of 
the  Earth,'*  displayed  research,  acuteness  of  thinking,  and 
much  ingenuity  in  reasoning.  Poetiy  was  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  idle  honi-s.  His  versification  was  sweet  and 
free,  and  the  writer  of  this  notice  was  always  proud  tt) 
enrich  the  columns  of  hi.s  journal  with  the  sj)righlly 
productions  of  his  j)en.  ''  *'  *  'IMius  his  life  was 
actively  and  usefully  s[)t.!nl,  much  (»f  it  in  the  public 
service,  and  the  evening  of  his  days  was  cheered  by  the 
kindest  and  most  delicate  attention  of  his  children.  Of 
incorruptible  integrity,  benevolent  in  his  feelings,  he  lived 
respected  and  beloved  to  an  age  rarely  attained." 

Among  the  many  })roducts  of  liis  pen  in  the  family 
archives,  I  beg  to  (luote  from  oidy  two  or  three  letters 
written  from  Washington  to  his  daughter.s.  One,  dated 
October  8,  18 10,  in  his  8r)th  year,  .says,  s[)eaking  of  the 
religious  sects  of  this  city  ;  "  We  have  here  a  variety. 
First,  the  lloman  Catholic  Ohurch.  This  is  the  largest 
congregation  and  embraces  nearly'all  of  the  foreign  inhabi- 
tants ;  Mr.  Mathews  is  the  priest.  We  have  two  Episco- 
palian Churches,  about  two  miles  ajtart.  Mr.  McCormick 
is  the  parson  of  that  on  Cajjitol  Hill  and  derives  his 
principal  support  from  a  common  school  which  he  teaches. 

*  A  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Con(,'icssioiiiii  l,ihiai-y . 


Tlie  other,  situaiod  near  the  President's  House,  is  a  new 
}>uilding  —  no  parson  at  present.  Two  Preshyterian 
Cliurclies  about  as  far  apart.  The  one  is  near  tlie  Capi- 
tol —  I'arson  Ih'eckenridge  has  been  and  perliaps  may  be 
the  pastor,  but  being  of  rather  a  tickle  turji  it  is  doubthil. 
Jle  is  sonietinies  elsewhere,  and  derives  his  suj)port 
chiefly  from  his  farm  — or  ratlier  his  wife's.  Of  the  other, 
Dr.  Ijaurie  is  the  })astor.  JJe  is  of  the  Ceceder  sect,  so 
much  stifi'er  in  })oint  of  holiness  as  not  to  communicate 
with  the  common  Presbyterians.  He  derives  his  su})port 
chielly  from  a  clerkshij)  lie  bolds  in  the  Treasurer's  ollice. 
One  Baptist  Church  —  Parson  iirown.  lie  also  is  a  clerk, 
and  a  very  good  one,  in  the  (reneral  Post  Oflice,  and  has 
of  late  acijuired  a  num})er  of  proselytes.  One  Methodist 
Churcb,  erected  last  year  at  the  sole  exi)ense  of  INIr.  Foxall, 
the  Oovernment  cannon  founder.  Jt  is  a  very  decent 
edifice.*  1  bc^lieve  they  have  no  settled  i)reaclier,  but  the 
Methodists,  you  know,  are  all  preaclieis.  Mr.  Foxall  him- 
self sometimes  officiates.  And  we  have  one  small  (Quaker 
Church.  These  are  all  plodding  along  in  their  various 
routes  to  Heaven  —  many  of  them  in  a  careless  mannei-, 
but  each  one  in  the  road  of  his  own  s(.'lection.  '^j'he  roads 
to  those  delectable  regions  are  very  numerous.  Tbe 
Christians,  ancient  and  modern,  have  found  out  about 
two  hundred  already.  New  sects  are  frequently  spring- 
ing up,  and  will  in  all  probability  double  the  number, 
for  every  one  being  at  liberty  to  [ait  his  own  construction 
on  the  Sacred  Text,  they  find  ample  matter  for  setting  out 
on  new  courses." 

Again  :  "The  Doctor  (Phineas)  and  his  family  attended 
a  great  camp  meeting  on  Sunday,  held  abcait  0  miles 
from  (Jlover  Hill.  There  was  a  great  concourse  of  [)eoplc. 
The  whites  andblacks  had  distinct  apartments,  and  diller- 

*  This  was,  I  understand,  tlie  Foundry  Church. 


ent  conversion  ])ens;  these  pens  were  litlered  witli  sliuw 
fur  tlie  new  t-oiiverts  to  Hounce  npun  during  their  IVantic 
tits.  The  greatest  order  and  I'et^ularit)'  was  observed 
except  respecting  those  wiio  were  tormented  between  the 
pangs  un<J  conviilsiijns  ol'  hope  and  tear.  During  the 
agitations  of  the  new  birth  the  greatest  imkilgence  was 
alkjwed,  in  which  the  distressed  souls,  all  agonized,  aj)- 
j)eared  frantic,  and  rose  up,  fell  down,  wallowed  on  the 
straw,  sang,  groaned,  })rayed,  with  trickling  eyes  and  dis- 
torted coLUdenances.  Our  jieuple  ncHie  of  them  had  the 
misfoi'tune  of  being  ct^nverted  and  I'eturned  home  a  little 
atler  sunset,  all  safe  and  sound." 

Another  lettei',  written  Ahirch  10,  iSi'd,  in  his  8Sth 
year,  says  :  "  (Jongress  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  must 
inevitably  leave  a  great  deal  of  unlinished  business  for 
the  next  .session.  They  have  wasted  nuich  time  on  the 
(|uestion  of  the  Seminole  War;  merely  to  deterinine 
whether  tJeneral  Jackson's  conduct  was  to  be  approved  or 
condemned,  on  which  they  were  nearly  (^(pially  divided  ; 
but  those  who  approved  ultimately  prevailed.  The  Senate 
cou<lemned  by  a  large  nuijority,  and  had  the  llou.se  had 
the  same  evidence  thei'e  is  no  (K)ubt  the  Re[)resentatives 
would  have  done  likewise;  but  although  they  debated 
long  up(;n  it,  the  most  material  e\'ideni;e  was  never  pro- 
duced before  them.  ^'-  ^'^  ^'^  They  Ikivc  raised  the 
salaries  of  the  heads  of  Departments  and  Judges  of  tint 
Supreme  Court  to  $0,000,  the  Postnuister-Cieneral  tt) 
$4,500,  and  the  Assistant  Tostmasters  to  1-2,500  each, 
which  is  an  addition  to  A.  of  $.S()0  and  to  P.  $000.  This 
has  rekiniUed  the  nuilice  of  1).  and  he  is  .s})itting  out  his 
venom  by  the  wholesale.  Puit  that  fellow  is  already  ,so 
famous  for  falsehood  and  malice  that  his  invecti\es  are 
totally  ilisregardi'd.  His  pen  is  too  contem[)tible  to  i>ro- 
duce  scandal  ;  and  as 


The  Devil  never  feels  in  trim 
But  wlien  in  lies  luid  scandal  busy; 

The  Auioia  man  is  just  like  iiini, 
And  in  lUet  a   Junior    Devil   is  ln'. 

Iliuli  livin<4,  i'liniituro,  ilrcss,  and  cticiuette  are  the  oilier  ol" 
the  (hiy.  The  more  a  man  ^ets,  the  iiioi'e  he  .sjieiul.s,  and 
many  who  huve  a  competent  income  are  continually  run- 
ning into  debt  and  bankruptcy.  Those  wlioean  notallbrd 
it  are  anxious  to  make  an  etjual  show  with  those  who  can  ; 
and  tlie  one  halt"  ol"  the  salaries  }iublic  otlicei's  get  wouh.l, 
aside  from  ostentation,  be  just  as  good  for  thtun  as  the 
wliole." 

"  WASinNii'Po.N  Ci'i-v,  August  J,  IS  15.* 
"Dear  Sir: 

"Not  all  the  debilities  incident  to  a.  state  of  superan- 
nuation have  }'et  eH'ace(l  from  my  mind  the  recollection 
of  my  good  old  friends.  1  have  often  had  it  in  contemjila- 
tion  to  write  you,  and  as  often  neglected  it.  And  wlujii 
the  additi(;nal  tax  of  50  ])er  cent,  was  attached  to  postage, 
it  seemed  to  present  a  new  obstacle.  And  this  our  wise- 
heads  and  warhawks  saw  proper  to  blend  with  the  other 
enormous  taxes  which  necessarily  resulted  from  Madi.son's 
holy  war  for  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  all.  of  which 
were  totally  overlooked  and  forgotten  in  the  Treat}'  of 
{ ilient. 

"This  1  take  the  opportunit}' of  ti'ansmitting  by  my 
grandson,  Abi-aham  1>.  'Ad.  And  here  I  can  not  forbear 
to  mention  the  satisl"action  1  enjoy  in  the  prosjierity  of 
my  children.  My  two  sons  are  doing  well.  And  J  have 
here  also  three  grandsons  —  Abj'al.iam,  William  and 
Eleazur  (Jjindsley)  —  all  sepai'ately  well  estublished  in 
business,  and  five  younger  ones  coming  on,  and  about  as 
many  granddaughters. 

*  'riii.s  letter  was  not  rci-oivi'il  until  tlie  chiy  iiftLM'  this  iiapcr  wus  road,  but  ii  is 
niaile  a.  pan  of  tlx.'  recoiil.  It  whs  s»iil  to  me  by  Uie  Sei  retaiy  of  tlie  Wycjiniuy  ilis- 
toiieul  anil  (ieoloLjical  Socioly  ol'  \\  ilUr-;  liari'i-,  I'eniisyh  aula,  ami  \\  as  w  lilliii  to 
Judge  Jes^^e  Fell  of  \N'ilki-s  liai  ir. 

(i 


"  Wnshingtoii  City  luis,  like  tlio  Plia'uix,  risen  again 
IVoiu  its  ashes.  Jt  is  considered  that  the  Seat  oi'  CJovern- 
nient  is  })ernian('ntly  fixed.  'I'he  inhabitants  seem  to  he 
inspii'ed  with  ne\v  liie  and  energies;  more  than  ever 
engaged  in  tra(Ui ;  nnvny  lu'W  houses  huihling,  and  many 
more  wouhl  l)e  hut  for  the  scarcity  ol'  materials.  'JMu^ 
vahie  of  })roj)erty  has  taken  a  great  rise  botii  in  the  city 
and  its  vicinity.  iMany  arciiitects,  meclianics  and  hdjorers 
are  employed  in  rebuilding  the  public  edifices  and  the 
Navy  Yard.  'J'iie  Navy  Yard,  it  is  said,  Cummodcjie 
Stewart  has  in  chaig(>,  as  also  the  building  oi'  two  shi[)s 
ol'  war. 

"The  Congress,  juiblic  olflces  and  Navy  Yard  all  tend, 
and  nearly  eijnally,  to  the  emolument  of  this  city.  A 
steamboat  now  plies  between  the  city  and  Fredericks- 
bui'g  in  \^irginia.  She  goes  and  comes  civery  day  and 
r(!sts  several  hours  at  each  landing,  unifoi'ndy  calling  at 
Alexandria.  The  cities  of  Alexandria  and  (leorgetown 
Itoth  display  much  more  encrg}'  in  trade  than  W'asli- 
ington,  and  equally  as  much  in  laiilding  hunses  and 
stores.  *  *  "''  MarstellacM',  late  cashier  of  the  Merchants' 
Baidc  in  Alexandria,  being,  about  the  close  of  the  war,  em- 
jduyed  Ijy  (Jovei'iuncnt  to  build  l^'ort  Washington  (8 
mih;s  below)  upwn  a  large  scale,  has  been  detected  in 
exhibiting  a  fi-audulent  ac-count  amoniding  to  |iliO,()00 
more  than  he  could  produce  vcnichers  foi' ;  his  villainy 
was  discovered  and  j)r()V(!(l  last  week,  and  he  abscojided. 
Puljlic  frauds  are  disccA'cred  very  fi'tjcjuently.  Vou  have 
doubtless  seen  the  account  ol  James  Whittlesey,  State  of 
New  York,  an  agent  of  the  (iovernment,  who  had  an- 
nounced that  he  had  bium  roblu-d  of  $  |j),(M)(j  —  and  that 
his  bail  afterwards  found  hidden  in  his  own  house  br- 
tw(;en  two  beds.  And  the  (Uamn-  informs  us  that  Jose])h 
N'^on  Sick,  conind.ssi(jncr's  clerk    in    Lu/erne  (Jounty,  iiad 


been  detected  and  committed  for  roblfiiig  the  arcliives  of 
obsolete  county  ordtn's  and  j>as.sin<i,'  tliem  oil'  for  hi.s  kwu 
emolument.  What  will  not  Democracy  do?  Smcly 
these,  among  many  other  instances  of  demoe-ratic  I'raud, 
must  have  a  jM)\verlul  tendency  to  establish  the  integrity 
of  Federalism. 

"  We  begin  to  look  out,  with  some  degree  of  anxiety, 
for  news  from  the  contending  powers  of  Kur(j})e.  iMurat 
has  already  gone  over  the  dam;  and  it  is  to  be  hojied 
the  Corsican  bloodhound  may  soon  meet  with  a  similar 
fate.  But  this  must  depend  nuich  on  the  sentiments  of 
the  French  nation  —  if  any  sentiments  they  have  that  are 
permanent.  For  if  b'rance  is  united  in  favoi'  uf  Bona- 
parte, the  allies  can  not  con(pier  it;  l)ut  if  T'lance  is 
divided,  the  allies  will  concjuer  Napoleon  and  his  army. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  rivers  of  blood  must  he  shed  in  the 
contest. 

"  We  had  a  hard  winter,  a  cold  and  dry  s[)riug,  and  the 
summer  extremely  hot  and  dry.  Our  gardens  are  nearly 
destroyed  with  the  drought;  and  unless  we  are  favtu'ed 
very  soon  with  [tlenteous  rains,  little  or  no  corn  can  come 
to  maturity.  Indian  corn  is  125  to  150  cents  per  bushel, 
and  the  present  crops  look  gloomv  in  the  exticme. 
(General  health  prevails  in  this  eountiy  since  wai'in 
weather  came  on,  but  in  the  void  season  the  epidemic, 
which  has  ravaged  almost  every  section  of  the  llnit(il 
States,  was  very  rife,  and  swept  oil"  great  numbers  on 
every  side  of  us;  hut  it  was  our  good  forlunt;  to  escape  it. 
I  have  enjoyed  a  very  comfortable  state  of  health  from 
my  tirst  arrival.  Although  1  passed  my  eighty-lbuith 
year  in  a  clinuite  deemed  moelerate,  it  had  like  to  have 
been  too  much  for  me.      *     *      "'■ 

"  VtMU'  friend  and  most  o])edient, 

"  AmiAiJAM  Bi;adi,J'JV." 


Aliraliaiu  Bradley  died  al  tliu  ripe  a^e  itf  ninety-tliree, 
and  was  Ijuried  at  Verona,  N.  Y. 

flis  two  .sons  were  so  intimately  a.ssoeiat(!d  with  the 
beginning-  and  d(!vel()i)nieni  (jI"  the  (ienei'al  I'ust  Oilice 
Department,  and  it  was  sneh  a  large  part  of  their  lite, 
that  i  nia}'  he  pardoned  lor  linking  them  togolher  in  this 
paper.  Abraham  liradlijy,  the  elder  of  tiu;  twt),  was  A.s.so- 
ciate  Justiee  ol' ]ai/(!rni'.  ('onnty,  Penna.,  and  residing  iji 
Wilkes-hari'e  when  Col.  'riimithy  Pickering,  who  hold  the 
oliiee  oi'  [(rothonotary  in  the  same  town,  was  a])[)ointed 
Post)naster-(Jeneral  by  President  Washington  in  ITUl, 
and  requested  Mr.  P)i'adley  to  aeeonn)any  him  to  Phila- 
delpliia  as  his  eonliduntial  elerk.  A  iVit'iid,  writing  of 
him,sa3's:  "  i\braham  liiadlcy  was  an  una.s.suming  man, 
modest  and  retiring  almost  to  diflidenee,  yet  a  lawyer  of 
conjpetent  learning,  with  a  elear  and  discriminating 
mind,  and  an  industry  that  knew  no  relaxation  when 
there  was  a,  tluty  to  he  pcloj'incd  ;  and  a  m(jre  valuable 
ollicer  could  not  have  been  selected  by  Colonel  Pickering, 
who  was  an  excellent  judge  oi' human  nature;."  lie  (A.  B.) 
soon  I'emoved  to  Philadelphia  to  eider  upon  the  duties 
of  his  appointment.  The  year  1800  was  the  time  .set  for 
the  removal  oi' the  J  )e[)artments  of  the  J*'ederal  CJovern- 
ment  to  W^ashington,  and  Mr.  Pradh'y,  having  Ijeen  ai)- 
pointed  1st  Assistant  Post-master  ( ieneral  in  1700,  was 
entrusted  with  the  transfer  of  the  General  Post  Ollice 
■De[>artment  from  Philadtdphia. 

A  number  of  lett(!rs  1  copied  from  the  liles  of  the  (Ien- 
eral Post  Ollice  would  be  interesting  as  indicating  the 
times  and  tlu;  characteristics  of  the  writer,  but  as  tluiy 
relate  more  directly  to  the  Depai-tment  and  hence  are 
not  a})propriate  here,  1  will  tpiote  from  two  or  three  only, 
giving  lirst  impressions. 

In  a  letter  dated  Jmie  l>d,  PSOO,  he  .^ays  :  "  We  arrived 


lierc  on  Friday  last,*  having  had  a  pheasant  journey  so 
far  as  we  traveled  hy  daylight.  We  stoi)i)ed  one  day  to 
rest  at  l>aUiniore  (whei'e  we  I'ound  Mr.  Burwell  in  g(jod 
liealth  and  spirits,  and  performing  his  husiness  much  at 
his  ease).  (Japtain  Stevenson,  with  whom  I  agreed  foj-  a 
liouse  helore  rny  arrival,  was  not  ready  to  give  possession, 
and  the  house  was  not  eonveniont  tor  us.  J  have  there- 
fore taken  a  lai'ge  three-story  house  within  a  lew  roils  of 
]51(Klgett's  Hotel,  which  will  aceonninxhite  the  ollice  and 
my  family  and  the  postmaster's  ofiiee;  it  is  ahout  e(|ui- 
distant  from  the  {-'resident's  House  and  IVom  the  Capitol. 
It  is  impossihle  that  all  the  people  attached  to  the  public 
ofiices  should  be  accommodated  with  houses;  the  few 
that  have  heen  let  are  at  rents  none  under  two  hundred, 
and  lilty  and  three  hundi'ed  tlollar.s.  l^rovisions  are 
plent}',  good  enough,  and  cliea[»er  tluin  in  [-'hiladelphia. 
You  can  buy  a  peck  of  iield  strawberries  for  a  live-penny 
bit;  garden  berries  at  eleven  cents  a  (piai't.  W^getation 
is  at  least  two  weeks  earlier  here  than  in  Philadel[)hia. 
For  myself  I  do  not  regi'et  the  removal.  The  situation 
of  the  city  is  beautiful  and  the  season  is  extremely  [deas- 
ant.     *   *    *     'iMie  President  has  not  yet  arrived." 

Another  letter,  nine  days  later,  June  11,  1800,  to  J(js. 
Habersham  (Postmaster,  I'liiladelphia),  says  :  "  We  have 
not  been  able  to  o[)en  the  ollice  and  to  aeconunodate  bus- 
iness until  to-day.  I  lel't  Phihuleljthia  Wednesday,  the 
'i7th  of  May,  and  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  2Uth. 
The  President  left  Philadelphia  (he  "ibth  and  arrived  at 
(leorgetown  the  lirst  of  June.  'J'he  situation  of  the  city 
is  extremely  })Ieasanl,  and  it  will  probably  become  the 
greatest  city  in  America.  *  *  *  (I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  whether  any  house  has  been  taken  for  your 
family,  and    have  therel'ore  been  (ddiged    to  store  your 

*May  'J'Jth  it  was. 

10 


furniture  in  Georgetown.)  We  have  taken  Dr.  Crocker's 
liouse  for  tlii.s  otlice  —  close  b}'  the  great  liotel  —  and  foi- 
my  faniil}',  at  $(jOU  a  year;  tlie  apportionment  of  tiie 
rent  1  shall  leave  to  you  ;  it  ai)[)eai'.s  to  me  that  $200  i.s 
as  much  a.s  1  ought  to  jiay  for  .'i  house.  ( )ur  ollic-c  is 
kept  on  the  secoiul  Hoor,  which  contain.s  one  large  ruom 
and  two  small  ones;  the  largest  is  27  x  17  I'eet  and  the 
smallest  are  each  15  x  11  feet.  *  *  *  We  have  a  H(i(h1 
ol'  business  on  haml  at  this  time,  and  our  I'emoval  has 
put  us  a  month  in  arreai's.  it  took  us  a  week  to  prepare 
to  move,  load,  etc.,  and  will  lake  us  another  week  to  get 
our  thing.s  in  proper  order.  Mr.  Webstei'  is  employed 
here;  Mr.  (Ji'avcii  keejjs  the  ])ooks,  and  I  shall  employ 
anothei'  jieivson  to  as.sist  us  a  lew  weeks  or  until  you 
return." 

June  12,  1800:  "No  place  ran  ])r  more  jdeasantly  sit- 
uated than  this  I'or  a  lai'ge  city;  it  has,  however,  been 
connnenced  on  such  an  extensive  scide  that  it  will  be 
long  before  it  has  th(i  appearance  of  a  town,  'i'liere 
are  about  live  hundi'ed  houses  exleiideil  over  aliout  ten 
square  miles,  so  that  they  are  veiy  much  scattered." 

June  lo,  ISOl),  in  answer  to  some  comijlaint  as  to  the 
non-establishment  of  a  post  route,  he  writes  :  "  Yrni  have 
}iroba.bly  noticed  that  there  ai'e  ali'cady  aliout  720  post- 
olhces  in  the  I 'idted  States,  and  two  oi'  threes  hundri-d 
moi'e  must  he  established  on  the  post  roads  designated 
by  Congre.s.s."  (At  the  clo.se  of  the  liscal  year  1000  there 
were  7(),()S8  post-otlices  in  IIk;  United  States,  or  aliout 
one  to  every  one  tluiusand  inhahitants.) 

Abraham  Bradley  in  eaid\'  lile  m:irri(nl  Miss  llannidi 
Smith  of  rittston,  Luzerne  County,  Peiina.,  a,  lady  (j1' 
old  colonial  stock,  Christian  culture  and  sterling  chai'- 
ac-ter,  whose  tastes  syni[iathi/.iHl  with  his  own. 

Tiieir  lirst  residence  after  removing  to  W^ishington  was 
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at  the  house  ivutt-il  IVoni  Dr.  Crocker  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Nintli  and  K  streets,  which  served  lor  a  time  as 
their  lioine  and  the  Post-Oliice  r)e})artnien[.  Then  he  . 
removed  to  a  house  on  Seventh  sti'eet,  between  K  and  F, 
east  side,  which  was  torn  down  many  years  a^o  and 
rephiced  by  a  more  ino<lern  huihiing.  Later  he  residtul 
at  tlic  soutlieast  corner  of  Twelfth  street  and  Mary  hind 
avenue  southwest — a  house  afterwards  oecuj)ietl  by  Dr. 
Mori;an  —  a  section  of  th(!  city  whicli,  hke  that  toward 
the  Ar.senal  I'oiut,  had  iioj^es  and  ambitions  which  wei'c 
never  reahzefh  In  KSbi  he  purchased  from  Phibp  Harton 
Key  and  .John  VV.  ('hanoett  218  acr(;s  of  tlie  tract  tlien  and 
since  known  as  ( 'hevy  (Jhase,  and  in  I.SIS  acquired  15 
acres  nioi-e.  Jlere  he  raised  his  lamily  in  peace  and 
condbrt,  Ibund  retirement  lor  his  favorite  stuches,  relaxji- 
tion  from  the  cares  and  burdens  of  his  busy  life,  and  here 
entertained  in  quiet  and  cordial  hosj)ibdity  his  friends 
and  rehitives.  it  is  said  that  in  1814,  when  the  iiritisli 
took  possession  of  Washington,  sevei'al  mendx'rs  of  the 
Cabinet  went  into  seclusion  at  Cbevy  Chase  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  that  valuable  records  of  the  Post  Ollice  and 
other  Departments  were  temporai'ily  hidchjn  there  uidil 
the  Ked  ('oats  retired  across  country. 

Dr.  I'hineas  Bradh^y,  the  brother,  was  a  practicing 
physician  in  Wilkes-Harre,  I'enna.,  when  Ahraham  re- 
moved to  Washington,  and  in  1801  fobowed  him  U)  this 
city  to  accept  a  position  in  the  same  De|)artment  whei'e 
seventeen  years  hiler  he  also  rectMved  (he  appointment 
of  A.ssistant  Postmaster-Cieneral.  lie  had  married  Miss 
Anna  Jones,  from  (Jiiemung,  New  \'ork,  a  hidy  "distin- 
guished lor  her  amiable  qnalities  and  personal  beauty." 
He  ae(pured  considerable  properly  in  this  city,  l)ut  up  to 
to-day  1  have  not  satisfactorily  located  his  city  residences, 
though  the  information  will  come  later. 
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In  LSOi)  lie  purcliasetl  fi'oni  Jolni  Dixon  a  tract  north- 
east of  the  cit}'  calUitI  "  Powell's  Dividend/'  which  he  re- 
named Clover  Hill,  ll  is  now  oeeupied  by  Lilenwood 
Cemeter}'.  (It  .seems  the  hnmorotl'ate  that  the  i;oiuitry 
seat  of  the  more  jinial  and  social  of  thc^  brothers  should 
become  a  cemetery,  ^vhih■  that  of  the  retired  stutlent  and 
philoso})her  should  be  now  the  home  of  the  fashionabh^ 
country  club  and  favorite  golf  links  of  Washington.) 
Dr.  Bradley  lived  at  Clover  Hill  until  IS;;'.),  when  Ik^  sold 
it,  and  aher  seveial  Iransl'ers  it  became,  in  hS.ld,  the 
])ro{M3rt.y  of  theClenwc^od  A-ssoeialion.  The  (|uaint  old 
farm  house  in  which  ])r.  Bradley  livi'd  for  oO  \cars,  and 
where  he  often  enlcrlained  Henry  Clay  and  other 
worthies  of  that  day,  sLill  stands  in  the  northeast  c(j)'ner 
of  the  grounds;  tuid  a  week  ago  1  strolled  thiough  the 
ancient  parlor  and  looked  mto  the  anti(juated  store-room 
and  cu[»board  and  eould  almost  imagine  1  detected  a  faint 
aronniof  refreshing  sundries  such  as  weiesuolten  served  in 
the  long  ago  to  j)lease  the  jtalate  of  IIk^  wi'lconie  visitor. 

Thus  the  two  brothers  in  their  chai'ining  old  c(uintry 
])laces  lived  in  the  unconventional,  informal,  ancl  com- 
fortable way  characteristic  of  tin;  times  when  life  was  less 
hurried  and  strenuous,  when  social  burdens  pressed  less 
heavily,  good  living  was  cheaper,  and  good  fellowship 
moi'e  common  ;  and  Ibund  I'claxatiou  iVom  the  caics, 
worries,  and  burdens  of  their  resj»onsil)le  j)ositions — -and 
oidy  a  glance  at  the  coii'espondenc(!  in  the  old  books  of  the 
Post  Oflice  Dej)artment  will  give  one  an  ade(|Uiite  idea 
of  what  thesi;  burdens  wia'c  in  the  general  clamor  for 
post-ottices  and  mail  delivery  in  a  growing  country,  pul- 
sating with  \Ht\v  life  ami  energy,  and  andd  a  restless,  push- 
ing, impatient  people,  rtHjuiiing  of  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ment the  greatest  patienc(.^,  good  judgnu-nt,  liruniuss, 
quick  decision  and  justice. 


The  brothers,  being  Federalists,  were  uinong  tlie  first 
victims  to  the  new  war  cry,  "To  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,"  which  ushered  in  the  Jackson  Adniinistralion. 

Abraham  Bradley  died  in  1838  and  J^hineas  in  1845. 
I  will  beg  to  quote  a  few  brief  paragra])hs  from  a  very 
kindly  and  appreciative  obituary  notice  which  appeared 
in  the  July  31st,  1845,*  issue  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
After  giving  a  sketch  of  their  lives,  it  says:  "Appointed 
by  Pickering,  it  need  hardly  be  said  they  were  both  Fed- 
eralists— Federalists  of  the  old  school;  but  mingling  the 
rarest  prudence  with  thi;  most  IVee  and  unreserved  i-e- 
pression  of  their  opinions,  they  j)assed  the  ordeal  of  all 
the  Administrations  without  scath, —  a  matter  alike  honor- 
able to  themselves  and  to  the  Democi'atic  gentlemen  who 
were  called  to  rule  over  tiiem.  '*'  *  *  Thus  it  may  be 
said  that  the  PostOiiice  De[)artment  from  infancy  to  child- 
hood and  from  cliildhood  up  to  the  full  growtli,  expan- 
sion and  power  of  manhood,  was  nursed,  In'ought  uj)  and 
educated  under  tlie  suj)erintendence  of  Abraham  and 
Fhineas  Bradley  ;  and  the  merits  and  blessings  of  that 
great  establishment  are  more  especially  theirs  than  any 
other  persons  who  have  yet  lived — not  meaning  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  deti-act  from  the  merit  tjf  the  various 
eminent  liea<ls  of  the  Department.  *  "*'  *  Abmhani 
Bra(]ley  was  a  book  man;  in  his  hours  oi"  leisure  loved 
study,  talked  j»hilosu|)hy  and  metaphysics,  was  I'ond  of 
abstruse;  sj)eculations,  and  wrote  W(4I  on  every  suhject 
on  which  he  chose  to  emplo}'  his  [)en.  As  a  more;  active 
recreation  agriculture  was  his  delight.  ]']xtremely  domes- 
tic, moderate  in  all  his  wants  and  ex[)endituri's,  he  ought 
to  have  had  a  fortune.     But  after  the  education  of  a  hue 


*  Having  been  i-ojiiufl  in  full  from  tlie  Wilces-HuriL'  Ailt'ocale  ol'  July  2,  IfSl.O, 
find  writluu  by  tlie  siuui'  loyal  t'rieml,  Hon.  Chan.  MiiuT,  wlio  wrote  thuoljituury  of 
their  lather. 
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family  of  cljildreii  ho  left  but  a  inodurate  independence. 
*  *  •  *  Dr.  Phineas  Bradley,  on  the  other  hiiiid,  was 
thoroughly  read  in  the  gi'eat  hook  of  hunian  nature. 
Man  \ni  had  tjtudied  to  advantage,  and  rarely  was  there 
a  person  who  inidei'stood  his  subject  more  thoroughly. 
There  Avns  no  atl'ectation  of  graceful  mnnners  or  fashion- 
able politentjss  al)out  him, — but  he  met  you  with  a  cm-dial 
shake  of  the  hand  and  a  cheerful  good  morning.  Per- 
fectly master  of  the  topics  of  the  day,  you  would  Siddom 
meet  a  more  intelligent  gentlennm  or  interesting  com- 
panion. *  *  *  Neilhe)-  of  them  was  a  diner-out,  nor 
a  giver  of  parties,  an  attendant  u[)on  levees,  or  seen 
as  courtier  at  the  houses  of  the  great.  Each  at  home 
living  in  elegant  simplicity,  their  hospitable  tables  were 
always  well  set  and  ()[)en  with  cordial  welcome  to  such 
friends  as  might  happen  in."  2009731 

Dr.  IMnneas  Pr;idley  h;id  severid  childr'en,  but  only 
two  survived  him — a  son  iind  daughter.  The  daughter 
married  Ri>v.  Levin  I.  (lilliss,  the  first  rector  of  Ascension 
Church,  who  reniiiined  many  years  in  that  pul[)it  and  was 
revered  and  loved  by  his  people.  They  had  but  one 
child,  known  to  many  of  this  Association  in  recent 
years  as  Mrs.  Marianne  A.  J>.  Kennedy,  who  died  in 
J)ecend)er  last  at  hei"  latr  i'esi(h;nce,  Kl.'lU  Uhode  Island 
Avenue.  i\n  ardent  menibctr  of  the  Kpiphany  Church, 
to  which  her  ali'ections  and  service  were  given  without 
stint,  she  was  lieloved  by  a  large  cii'cle  of  friends  Ibr  her 
amiable  t[ualities  and  bright,  generous  disposition. 

The  son,  William  A.  Bi-adley,  was  .somewhat  of  a 
prominent  ligure  in  this  eommnnil}'.  Boi'u  in  1791 
and  C(.)ming  with  his  lather  to  Washington  in  1801,  he 
commenced  active  life  as  runner  in  the  liank  of  Washing- 
ton, and  subse(piently  becainc  president  of  that  bank. 
He  was  also  afterwards  president  of  the  Patriotic  Bank 
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and  of  the  Franklin  Insurance  Co.,  and  was  director  in 
the  hitter  from  tliu  (hite  of  its  organization  in  1818.  lie 
was  at  one  time  AhiAor  of  the  city,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  heavy  mail  contractor  under  the  United  Stales 
Government,  runnin<4  nearly  all  tlie  mail  routes  south  of 
Washington.  During  Ihe  adniinislrations  of  Presidents 
Taylor  and  i''illmore,  \SV,)  to  LS.IS,  he  was  city  post- 
master. Jle  married  Miss  Sidney  Ann  Thrustcjn, daughter 
of  Judge  Thruslon  (and  sister  of  Mrs.  Admiral  i..  M. 
Powell).  They  had  four  ehiUlren,  three  of  whom  married, 
hut  oidy  one  lia,d  issui;.  'I'here  is  hut  one  living  descend- 
ant of  William  A.  liradley — Mrs.  'i'hco.  Dewey,  wife  of 
Lieut.  Theo.  Dewey,  IJ.  S.  N. 

Mr.  Wm.  A.  Hradhy  in  ISoo  ]»urcha.sed  Analostan 
Island,  the  old  home  (jf  (leni-ral  and  M]-s.  Mason,  long- 
known  as  a  garden  sj)ot  and  also  for  the  hu.spitality  ami 
social  prominence  ui  its  owners  in  years  gone  hv.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  Mr.  liradley  resided  there.  Later 
he  built  the  double  house  on  Maryland  Avenue  between 
Eighth  and  Ninth  Streets  now  occupied  by  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  of  St.  Doniinic's  Churi:h,  where  he  resided  for 
some  years,  and  there  ofteJi  entertained  Mr.  Webster  and 
other  Uien  well  known  in  (-'ongress  and  the  District.  My 
earliest  recolhictions  of  him  are  when  he  had,  still  later, 
removed  to  the  house  on  Louisiana  A  venue,  one  (loor  east 
from  the  })resent  ollice  of  the  District  Commissioners,  and 
where  he  dispensed  his  h(jspitalities  freely  and  enjoyaldy 
to  friends  and  otlujrs.  It  was  a  time  of  (juiet  as  well  as 
convivial  good  living  —  the  day  of  ante-meridian  juleps, 
post-prandial  cordials  and  j»ost-meridian  punches  ;  and 
then,  as  now,  many  matters  of  jnildic  interest  and  im{)urt- 
ance  were  discussed  and  decided  over  the  cup  that  warms 
iu  winter  and  cools  in  summer  (same  cup,  with  ice  in  it 
for  both  seasons).     'Tis  .said  the  selection  of  Washington 
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as  tlie  seat  of  government  was  a  shrewd  deal  between 
riamilton  and  Jetlerson  over  "a  diiuier  witli  punch  and 
jMadeira,"  and  that  even  with  that  assistance  it  was  passed 
by  a  majority  of  only  two  in  tlie  House  and  three  in  the 
Senate.  'J'here  is  a  k^geml  of  inelh)W  tint  iuu]  [)le;isant 
memory  in  the  minds  of  some  ohl  citizens  that  Mr.  Wm. 
A.  liraiUey  had  a  pecuUar  brand  and  brew  ol'  seductive 
flavor  which  has  not  since  been  excelled  in  originality 
and  aroma  by  the  njost  skilful  mendjers  of  Arm}-  and 
Navy  clubs,  some  of  wliom  have  been  cclel)rated,  in 
contidential  circles,  for  individuality  and  positive  genius 
in  conjpountling  Ijeverages  which  have  Ijecn  known  to 
insi)ire  a  Mow  of  soul  at  feasts  of  rea.son.  it  may  b(% 
however,  that  this  particadar  compound  of  pleasant 
memory  was  but  an  original  variation  on  the  prevailing 
punch.  I  think  it  is  Mr.  lien:  Perley  Pooie  who  men- 
tions a  "  Daniel  Webstei'  I'unch,"  which  was  "  made  of 
Medtbrd  rum,  brandy,  champagne,  ai'rack,  maraschino, 
strong  green  tea,  lemon  juice  and  sugai'."  The  })r(>{)or- 
tions  are  not  given,  douljtless  in  order  to  leave  soiiitlhiny 
to  the  imagination  and  originality  of  the  compoundei'. 

Abraham  Bradley  had  eight  children,  three  of  wlujni — 
Joseph,  Henry,  and  Charh'S  Ihadley  —  were  more  or  less 
identitied  with  the  history  and  husin(;.ss  interests  of  this 
city.  Heni-y  nuirried  Miss  Mai'y  l^rout,  and  connaenccd 
active  lile  in  Washijjgton  in  the  dry-g(jods  business,  his 
pai'tner  being  a  Mr.  C^atlett.  He  suhsequently  gave  uj) 
this  business  and  bougiit  a  farnj  in  Ahnitgomerv  ('ounty, 
where  he  prosjjered  ;  and  having  always  pro[jei-ty  interests 
in  Washington,  attaint;d  to  a  c;omtbrtable  com{)etence. 
His  four  children  married,  and  their  families  are  living 
in  Wasliington  and  in  Montgomery  Clounty.  The  later 
years  of  his  life  were  sj)ent  in  this  city,  and  his  liome  was 
in  one  of  two  comlortable  buildings  he  erected  on  Third 
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Street  northwest,  just  above  E  Street.     He  was  a  man  oi" 
sterling-  integrity,  pure  life  and  Cliristian  character. 

Jo.sep]i  il.  Bradh-y,  born  in  180i^,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yale  CV)llege,  was  a  well-known  member  of  tlie  bar  of  this 
city  ibr  many  years.  Jlis  long  residence  hcic  gave  iiim 
a  wide  acquaintiince  among  the  business  men  of  Wash- 
ington, and  lie  was  almost  an  encyclopaedia  of  business 
law  as  [)ractice(l  here,  antl  liccame  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful j)lea(hiis  before  a  jury.  He  was  connected  with 
many  prominent  cases  both  in  the  lower  and  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  and  ought  to  have  accumulated  a 
competenc^e,  but  had  raised  and  educated  a.  large  family, 
lived  freely  ami  hospitably,  always  had  (le])endents  who 
imposed  upon  his  generosity,  and  he  did  much  law  busi- 
ness without  com[)ensatiun  —  being  too  kind-hearted  to 
demand  just  and  [H'oper  remuneration  Ibr  his  sei'vices 
from  those  of  limited  means,  and  too  lenient  in  exacting 
his  dues  iVom  those  who  were  deeply  indebted  to  him. 
]le  succeeded  to  the  Chevy  Chase  iaini,  and  it  was  to  him, 
as  it  had  been  to  his  father,  a  haven  of  rest  —  a  little 
])aradise.  He  loved  its  liehls  and  woods  and  knew  every 
rock  and  shrub  about  if;  and  my  father,  Charles  l>radley, 
always  shared  his  love  for  the  old  })lace.  'J'o  them  no 
water  was  so  i)ure  or  sweet  as  that  out  of  the  old  well 
and  drank  from  the  C(j(;oa-nut  dipper;  no  breakfasts  to 
comj)are  with  the  I'amous  corn-pone  and  inimitable  codlish 
balls  and  fragrant  collee  made  by  the  old  colored  cook 
Sunday  mornings ;  no  air  so  entrancing  as  that  gerdly 
wafted  in  through  the  open  windows  in  early  summer 
mornings,  fragraid  with  the  odoi-  of  flowers  and  shrubs 
and  dewdaden  gra.ss;  and  no  paintings  so  excjuisite  as 
the  sun-sets  over  the — now — golf  links!  An  itleal  old 
country  hojiie,  lull  ol'  swiu^t  memories,  associated  with 
love,  romance,  hajtpy  hours  and  o])en   hospitality,  when 
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the  sons  and  daugliters  were  just  grown,  and  all  were  full 
of  life  and  animation. 

Mr.  Bradle}'  in  t^arly  life  married  Miss  f^uey  Tuttle 
of  New  Haven,  who  died  al)OUt  fifteen  years  hefoi'c  her 
husband,  lie  sold  Chevy  (!hase  onl}'  a  shoi-t  time  before 
his  death,  whieh  oocui'reti  in  1884.  His  children  all 
married,  but  have  ail  passed  away.  There  ai'e  seven 
grand  eh  ildren  living. 

Charles  Bradley,  my  father, — the  last  of  the  family  to 
be  mentioned, — was  the  youngest  of  Abraham  Bradley's 
children  ami  born  in  1810.  lie  began  his  business  life 
in  the  dry  good's  stoi'o  of  Iiis  bi'other  lleiii'y,  and  later  be- 
came bookkee[)er  in  the  l^atriotic  Bank  and  secretary  olthe 
Franklin  Insurance  Co.,  wliich  latter  position  be  I'etained 
during  his  life.  When  the  National  Bank  of  the  Republic 
was  organized  in  18(')5  he  became  cashier  of  that  bank, 
and  retained  that  position  until  his  deatli  in  1S81.  Jle 
was  coiuiected  with  several  other  coi'])orations.  lie 
married  Miss  Cathai'ine  Coyle,  daughter  of  Andrew  Coyle, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  seven 
are  living — six  in  this  city.  [Justice  Aiuinw  C.  nr.ulK'y,  Lis 
se(!oiKl  sun,  d'u'd  siiK'n  llu'  delix  ery  of  thi.s  pa)jer.] 

His  tirst  permanent  residence  was  at  309  C  Street 
N.  W.,  wliich  he  [)Uichased  shortly  after  his  marriage  in 
1847,  and  some  years  later  laiilt  on  the  adjoining  lot  the 
more  commodious  home  No.  307  C  Street,  where  he 
resided   until  his  death, 

(Jur  neighbors  in  those  early  days  were  old  families 
whose  names  have  been  recallet^i  to  this  Association  b}"^ 
Mr.  Douglas  Z-Awely's  recent  paj)ers,  and  I  lujed  not 
I'ehearse  them.  I  can  not  I'efrain,  however,  from  a 
word  in  jiassing  about  the  old  C  Street  neighborhood. 
It  was  a  comlbrtabh^,  cheerful,  unconventional  and 
rather    popular    old     community     then — much     visited 
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from  otlier  parts  of  the  ciiy  luid  its  two  boarding- 
houses  iiiuc'li  rrequentcd  by  Menibcrs  of  Conj^ic^-.  Il 
was  tiie  (lay  oi'  small  incomes,  clieaj)  food  and  chjlliioj^ 
and  old-l'asliiontnl  hospitality,  it  was  also  the  day  of 
pure  democracy,  and  the  freedom  of  the  city  was  gener- 
ously accoi'ded  to  the  animal  kingdom, —  giving  certain 
neighborhoods,  and  ours  es[tecially,  a  semi-j»astoral  ap- 
pearance. Stately  j>rocessit)ns  ol"  ciJiiceited  geese  and 
inane,  cackling  ducks  waddled  cahnly  and  peacel'ully 
along  the  streets  to  and  from  their  morning  batli  in  Tiber 
Creek;  stray  pigs  rootetl  unmolested  in  the  gutters  until 
their  day  of  judgment  canu;  — once  a  year  —  when  a 
stalwart  negro  apj)eared  with  an  eager  bull-dog,  which 
rushed  with  apparent  glee  and  enjo}imMit  to  his  business 
of  catching  pigs  by  the  ear  and  holding  them  until  secured 
and  carried  off.  ('ows  browsed  lazil}'  along  the  curb.-^  and 
in  vacant  lots,  and  occasi(Hially  one  more  intelligent  and 
romantic  than  the  rest  —  tired,  [)erha[)s,  of  a  steady 
diet  of  grass  —  would  wander  forth  moonlight  nights, 
stealtliily  unlatch  iVont  gates  and  make  her  way  to  the 
garbage  barrel  in  the  back  yard,  and  was  never  curt?d 
until  some  fateful  night  the  barrel  remained  on  her  head 
and  led  to  exposure  and  [)unishment.  A  not  iid'requent 
sight  was  a  wagon-load  of  IVesh  hides  being  hauled  through 
the  street  and  followed  by  a  dozen  or  more  iVantic  (.-ows, 
rearing,  plunging,  kicking,  stamping,  swinging  their  tails 
high  in  air  and  bellowing  with  every  sign  of  grief  and 
frenzy.  Some  of  the  curious  human  iVeaks  who  roameil 
about  in  those  days  would  be  worth  describing,  but  time 
does  not  admit. 

A  closing  word  of  tribute  to  tho.se  to  whom  T  am  most 
indebted.  My  father  was  a  man  of  the  purest  life,  strict- 
est integrity  an<l  mo.^t  consistent  Christian  charactei,  and 
my  mother  a  woman  ol'  the  linest  instincts,  cultured   in 
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iiiiiul  and  heart,  and  an  earnest  Uible  s(n<lont,  who  strove 
to  instill  into  her  children  the  laith  and  })i'inei}iles  which 
were  the  I'oundaticMi  and  strength  of  her  own  character. 
'I'iie  pati'iotisni  ot"  both  was  as  deej)  ant!  ingrained  as 
their  religion,  and  they  lovetl  the  old  flag  as  they  did 
their  chnrcl). 

'i'lie  ancestors  ol"  hotli  had  a  clean,  consistent  record  for 
Christian  character  and  good  citizenshij),  and  thus  he- 
(jueathed  to  their  descendants  "  a  goodly  heritage." 

CHAS.    S.    BKAJ)LKy, 

\VA.sinN(;TO.\,  I).  ('. 
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